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KEY INTERESTS AND ACCOUNTABILITIES

Indigenous-led Conservation Economies, Indigenous-led Protected areas Conservation, cultural revitalization and development, Indigenous Environmental Management Perspectives, Alternative Development, and Strategic Planning.

EDUCATION

PhD Geography (candidate).
Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty of Science, School of Geography and Environmental Studies, 2021 – 2025. Supporting Indigenous knowledges, worldviews, and cultural ecologies to decolonize the spatial economies of conservation. My research is focused on Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCA) in Dehcho Dene territory (NT) and seeks to ask better questions about Indigenous-led economies of conservation.

MEDI Master of Economic Development and Innovation
University of Waterloo. 2020 - July 2021.
- Research focus on the conservation economy.
- Critical analysis of Indigenous worldview representation in economic development structures. 
- Literature reviews of community economic development theory and methodology. 

MES Master of Environmental Studies
York University. 2018 - 2020.
Major Paper - Inuit Technologies: Policy Innovation and Sustainable Development
- Conducted quantitative data analysis of regional economic and resource data (Iqaluit).
- Interdisciplinary research and literature review of policy, legislation, and programs regarding northern protected areas. 
- Conducted first-hand interviews with Arctic Indigenous community leaders. 

HBDes Honors Bachelor of Environmental Design, Architectural Design.
Ontario College of Art and Design University. 2002 - 2007.

RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Grounded Consulting
Founder (2024)
Tthets’ek’ehdeli First Nation & Sambaa K’e First Nation
· Co-Stewardship Planning & Memorandum of Understanding.
· Co-created stewardship economy planning and strategy.
· Jointly devivered workshop to begin co-stewardship relationship between two nations. 
· Identified values, areas, mapping, and pilot project with shared stewardship values.
· Developed MOU draft for agreement between each nation.

Nature Conservancy Canada, & Kanaka Bar First Nation
Socioeconomic Assessment for Kanaka Bar Conservancy & IPCA, 2025.
· Comprehensive socioeconomic assessment to evaluate the impacts of proposed development projects, integrating quantitative and qualitative data.
· Engaged with stakeholders, including government agencies, Indigenous communities, and industry representatives, to gather insights and ensure inclusivity in the assessment process.
· Analyzed key socioeconomic indicators, such as employment, income distribution, cultural values, and community well-being, to produce actionable findings.
· Developed detailed reports and presentations outlining recommendations to support sustainable development and policy decision-making.
· Applied parallel frameworks of SEEA (Socio-Economic and Environmental Assessment) framework and Kanaka Bar Traditional Knowledge to align project goals and values.

PlanIt North Inc.
Senior Project Coordinator, August 2022 - 2024
Development and Coordination:
· Managed the Dehcho First Nations Nature Fund project, creating four Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) in the Dehcho region, providing full-spectrum support for the protection of 2.5 million hectares.
· Developed a conservation economy strategy for the NWT Pathway to Canada Target 1 (PFP) conservation plan.
Facilitation and Engagement:
· Facilitated multiple project workshops on IPCA development, legal pathways, and socioeconomic conditions.
· Conducted in-community engagement interviews focused on Traditional Knowledge and ecosystem monitoring.
· Facilitated the Dehcho K’ehodi Gathering in Hay River (2024).
Research and Strategy:
· Supported communities in conservation research, regulatory issues, land use planning, and environmental matters.
· Conducted a socioeconomic assessment for Dehcho protected area communities, incorporating Dene values and conservation (2024).
· Contributed to the development of a Basic Income Guarantee plan for the Northwest Territories (NWT) in collaboration with Alternatives North (2024).
Business Planning:
· Developed multiple business plans for Indigenous-led cultural tourism enterprise ventures in the Dehcho and Sahtú regions.

Environment and Climate Change Canada
October 2021 – March 2022
· Report entitled: Case study of the socioeconomic effects of establishing the Edéhzhíe Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area in the Northwest Territories.
· Recommendations focused on direct relationship building with Edéhzhíe management communities to redefine socioeconomic indicators based on Dehcho Dene values. 
· Report entitled: Case study of the socioeconomic benefits of establishing the Incomappleux Conservancy in British Columbia. 

Sambaa K’e First Nation Development Corporation
Researcher, July - September 2021 & April – June 2022
- Summer fieldwork position conducting community-led economic development research in partnership, focusing on tourism and traditional economies.

WWF Canada, Arctic Team
Research Assistantship, August 2019 - January 2020
- Consultation with Inuit Hunting and Trapping Organizations.
- Prepared report and presentation on SARA designation impacts regarding polar bear management plan (2018); recommended policy action based on research findings.


TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Ottawa Guest Lecturer
Indigenous Economies, March 2022

Wilfrid Laurier University – Geography Department
Teaching Assistant - Geography of Tourism, September 2021 – December 2021

York University - Natural Science Department
Teaching Assistant - Biodiversity and Conservation, September 2019 - May 2020
Theories of Dinosaur Extinction, May 2019 - January 2020
The Living Body, September 2019 - May 2020  

ACADEMIC COMMITTEES & CONFERENCES

IPCA Panel on Dene-led Conservation in the Dehcho Conference, February 2024
Wilfrid Laurier & Dehcho First Nations. 

Indigenization & Decolonization Committee Member, 2023 - ongoing
Canadian Association of Geographers.

Restore, Assert, Defend (RAD) Network Student Member, 2023 – ongoing
Conservation Through Reconciliation Partnership (U of Guelph)

Indigenous Peoples Working Group Co-chair, 2022-ongoing.
Canadian Association of Geographers

North American & Indigenous Studies Association Annual Conference, May 2023
· Panel participant, Aspirations and Asymmetries Within the University.

American Association of Geographers Annual Conference, March 2023
Indigenous Environmental Futures Session, Chair.
· Paper presentation: Indigenous Resurgence and Settler Accumulation: a discussion of environmental stewardship & colonial economies

Canadian Association of Geographers Annual Conference, May 2022
· IPWG Panel talk – Scoping Review of Indigenous Land-based development.

Centre for Cold Regions Research, Early Career Researcher Program November 2021
· Panelist / Presenter – Virtual, Wilfrid Laurier University

Canadian Association of Geographers Annual Conference June 2021
· IPWG Program Presenter – Virtual, University of Northern British Columbia. 
Indigenous Connectivity Summit, November 2019
· Participant / Presenter - Hilo, Hawaii.

Indigenous Connectivity Workshop November 2019
· Nation of Hawaii - Waimanalo Hawaii.

RESEARCH CONTRIBUTIONS
Refereed Contributions
Planche, R. (2023). Indigenous Resurgence and Settler Accumulation: a discussion of environmental stewardship & colonial economies. Alternative Routes Journal. 
Latta, A., Planche, R., (2021). Funding Indigenous environmental stewardship in Canada: Reconciliation or project treadmill? Canadian Association of Geographers (CAG) Annual Conference Presentation. June 9, 2021.
Planche, R. (2022). Report: Case study of the socioeconomic effects of establishing the Edéhzhíe Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area in the Northwest Territories. Environment and Climate Change Canada.
Planche, R. (2022). Recognizing the transformational potential of Indigenous-led conservation economies. The Conversation.org. https://theconversation.com/recognizing-the-transformational-potential-of-indigenous-led-conservation-economies-187586
Planche, R., Latta, A., Sioui, M. (2021). Centering Indigenous Approaches in the Conservation Economy. Smart Prosperity Institute Website. https://institute.smartprosperity.ca/IndigenousConservationEconomy
Planche, R. (2024). Report: Case study of the socioeconomic benefits of establishing the Incomappleux Conservancy in British Columbia. Environment and Climate Change Canada.
Non-Refereed Contributions
Planche, R. (2019). Polar Bear Denning Habitat Conservation: Inuit Identified Reference Sites. World Wildlife Fund Canada, Arctic Team.
Planche, R. (2022). Pathways to Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas. Dehcho First Nations Workshop Presentations, December 13-15 2022. Yellowknife Nt.
Planche, R., Sioui, M. (2022). Centering Indigenous Approaches in the Conservation Economy. Guest lecture, University of Ottawa.
Planche, R. (2022). Indigenous Youth Entrepreneurship. Decolonizing Economic Production in Grounded & Sustainable Knowledge Economies. Commission for Environmental Cooperation and University of Waterloo joint Green Entrepreneurship Workshop Series.

AWARDS FUNDING

SSHRC Doctoral Fellowship, 2022-2026
Indigenous geographies of conservation development.

Smart Prosperity Institute, Economics and Environmental Policy Research Network & Greening Growth Network Award, 2021 to 2023
· Principal Investigator, Centering Indigenous Approaches in the Conservation Economy

Northern Scientific Training Program Award
· Principal Investigator, 2022 to 2024 & 2023 to 2025

Wilfrid Laurier Gradate Scholarship, 
Merit based graduate student award, 2021-2025

York University Graduate Student Fellowship
2018-2020
